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Abstract 
After 1990, the Romanian literature has witnessed a double-impact effect. On one hand, the fall of the totalitarian political and 
ideological dominance has generated the drive for re-reading the post-war literary canon. On the other, Romania’ integration 
on the globalization phenomena has been initiating the revise of the aesthetic, socio-cultural and educational status displayed 
by literature, according to the natural conditions and / or the economic, political impact of the Western values expansion 
focusing the globalization mechanisms. The direct effects stirred by these debates have been reflected within the educational 
system, where the curricula changes focusing the political and moral / communicational and functional reading patterns have 
considerably weakened the students’ aesthetic education. A detailed analysis of these objective and subjective causes related 
to this complex process is the main point of interest of the present paper. 
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1. Introduction 
In the almost 23 years from the regime change of December 22nd, 1989, Romania was and it continues to be 
the location of phenomena which can be and are labeled, in most of this period’s evaluations, as complex. 
However, we would rather call them confuse and contradictory since the impression we retain from a brief 
reconstruction of the history of this age is that the necessary clarification and stabilization of the compartments of 
Romanian life is far from becoming reality. We should add that some of the confusions already mentioned are, 
undoubtedly, a natural phenomenon in the eras following the radical changes in the political regime and in the 
socio-economic system. However, mention should also be made of the fact that an equally significant part of 
those confusions and contradictions is originated, determined and programmatically directed. This is, broadly, the 
description of the specific context for the Romanian cultural phenomena of the last two decades. It is an internal 
context, highly heterogeneous, in which almost all the reference elements are in a relation of inter-determination 
and which shapes Romania’s specific image at the beginning of the 21st century. 
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On the other hand, the process of globalization, more dynamic in the past twenty years, especially in its 
institutionalized form due to the creation and development of the European Union (to which Romania gained 
membership in 2007), constitute another vector which influences the Romanian space in all its essential 
components: political, economic, socio-cultural. In its turn, this process is naturally determined, but, to a great 
extent, it is programmatically directed. In another text, written in co-authorship and published recently, we tried 
to demonstrate this by conducting an analysis of the main currents that try to give statute to the globalizing 
phenomena and make them operational in the reformation act for the field of education: 
Growing intense over the past three decades, the theories, analyses and predictions focusing on 
globalization characterize this process either as a fatality or a deliberate action resulting from the 
expansion of powerful economic interests. There also theoretical projections that diplomatically 
associate these two vectors in an equation generating the impression that the true sources of the 
phenomenon are occult or occulted. The thesis promoted by these „reconciliatory” theories seems to 
claim that globalization is  a “supported” necessity (Ioana & Marin, 2012) 
This context with multiple determinations is the subject of analyses and reflections which increased in 
number in the Romanian public space of the last years and, significantly enough, many of these analyses and 
reflections belong to young researchers in the field of educational sciences, which proves the vital interest 
generated by the impact of these phenomena, especially in the field of education: 
The general social context of the 21st century Romania is contradictory, institutions and people try to 
answer new demands, continuously searching for resources and means to act appropriate for the 
current transformations. The pronounced competition between the old and the new gives specificity 
due to the new conditions of the dynamic change which requires from the Romanian school and its 
people the capacity to work with completely opposite forces: to incorporate both centralizing and 
decentralizing forces; to look unremittingly for change, while continuity is also called for; to have a 
perspective, while not being blinded by it; to value the agents of personal change as a means for 
changing the system. (Alecu, 2007) 
 
2. Romanian literature at the crossroads of natural determinations and some politically directed 
vectors 
Romanian literature is at the convergence point of all the determinations summarily presented in the 
introduction to this article. In our country, there is, currently, no systematic study dedicated to knowledge, 
analyzing and measuring the effects that the phenomenon of globalization has had on the aesthetic, socio-cultural 
and educational status of literature during the last decades. Post-December press and various volumes published 
after 1990 have debated either only the ethical and moral status of the writer, either revising the literary canon 
(e.g. the numerous articles published, in the ‘90s, especially in revues such as The Contemporary, Literary 
Romania, Kalende, etc., debating the Eminescu myth in the Dilemma revue or the volume The Illusions of 
Romanian Literature by Eugen Negrici). A rather small number of articles tackle the issue of global pressure 
exerted either on culture, in general (e.g. Adrian Dinu Rachieru, “The Media Ages” and media culture, in Literary 
Talks, October, 2003), either exclusively on the aesthetic status of present literature (e.g. Nicolae Manolescu, 
Aestheticism, Public Enemy Number One, Literary Romania, no. 33/2001, or the answer provided by Solomon 
Marcus by the article The Aesthetic Criterion and Globalization in Culture, published in the same revue, no. 
37/2001). Mention must also be made here of the conference on National literatures in the globalization age. The 
problem of the canon, organized by the “Tudor Vianu” research centre of the University of Bucharest in 2008. 
The consequences of diminishing the aesthetic model under the pressure of the socio-political and economical 
factor, the effects of changes that occurred in Romanian literature in the era of consumerism and internet, the way 
they reflect in the educational system, as well as training several generations in the spirit of a different scale of 
values have never been subject to scientific research.  
 
Therefore, we include in this article several observations and directions that we intend to elaborate in a wider 
research project entitled “Literature in the context of globalization. Changes in the aesthetic, socio-cultural 
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and educational status of Romanian literature after 1990” care is part of the interdisciplinary scientific research 
targeting the problematic of interdependence relationships among literary structures specific to a certain epoch – 
the contemporary one, in this case – and the structural particularities of the social and cultural field attributed to 
the historic context aimed at. The importance of the scientific approach to paradigm transformations which 
occurred in the literary field in the present context of globalization, on the one hand, and of the (uncompleted) 
transition from the mental, socio-political and cultural structures specific to communist totalitarianism to the ones 
which particularize the socio-cultural identity of the Romanian post-totalitarian literary world – , is represented 
by the necessity to analyze the identity configuration of a literature being under the pressure of “globalizing” 
phenomena and marked by the consequences of axiological revisions, often radical in nature, resulting in 
destroying or compromising post-war literary myths. 
On the other hand, such an endeavour may offer guiding marks for a more adamant placing of Romanian 
post-totalitarian literature within “the cultural history of East and Central Europe literatures,” as compared to the 
one barely sketched in History of the Literary Cultures of East-Central Europe. Junctures and Disjunctures in 
the 19th and 20th Centuries (I-IV, 2004-2010), coordinated by Marcel Cornis-Pope and John Neubauer. Thus, the 
analysis we envisage has double scientific relevance in the domain of research in the national and international 
space: on the one hand, it allows exploring the cultural and identity phenomena specific to the post-communist 
Romanian world approached, so far, in various disciplinary fields (literary history and criticism, cultural studies, 
the history of the imaginary, sociology, etc.), present research lacking, however, the interdisciplinary openness, 
and, on the other hand, it constitutes a case study in the comparative approaches of this segment of East-
European literary history, making obligatory reference to “the tension between globalism and multiculturalism” 
(Nemoianu, 1995) specific to postmodernity. An important aspect of our undertaking – which ensures its original 
and innovating dimension – is the integration, in the model of interdisciplinary analysis – tributary to various 
criticism disciplines and methods (literary theory and history, literary sociology and socio-criticism, criticism of 
the imaginary, hermeneutics, reading theory and reception aesthetics, etc.) -, of the psycho-educational 
component, necessary for exploring the impact of form and content alterations of our literature after 1990, but 
also of post-war canon, both on the school and university curriculum, as well as, implicitly, on the psycho-
behavioural patterns caused by internalizing the new literary models.               
The research we suggest targets integrated approach, analysis and interpretation of all significant phenomena 
of the problematic presented here, considered in their inter-determining relationship, from the perspective of the 
effects they cause and of the solutions which can improve them. In formulating hypotheses and completing this 
project, we start from the following elements that have been subject to our observation during the last years: 
∞ The contextual and historic particularities of the Romanian cultural space have caused not only difficulties 
in Romanian literature accommodating paradigms of western culture, but also intensely negative effects of 
this accommodating process. 
∞ The debates on the canon, often filled with resentment and structured almost exclusively around the 
political and moral criterion (see the literary press of the ‘90s) have contributed, to a considerable extent, 
to compromising the generic image of the writer, of the status gained by literature on the scale of prestige 
of the last two pre-December decades and, implicitly, to diminishing interest for literature and its aesthetic 
specificity. 
∞ The effects of these debates have also reverberated in the educational system where, accompanied by the 
decrease in prestige of the school institution, as a result of reform often characterized by incoherence, 
some curricular alterations in the moral and political grid have contributed to creating confusion in the 
understanding of literature as a field with certain aesthetic autonomy. 
∞ One of the scientific stakes and challenges of this project is a thorough analysis of the objective and 
subjective causes of this process, of the criteria for selecting writers and texts meant for study, as well as 
of the degree of (in)adequacy of the communicative-functional principle that currently structures 
Romanian language and literature syllabus with specific purposes of this subject. 
∞ Complementary to this context, the abrupt passing from a state-controlled system of book production and 
distribution to a system based on publishing house profit, with prohibitive prices for a great part of 
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consumers of traditional literature, has dramatically widened the gap between the writer’s aesthetic actions 
and the reader trained in the spirit of competent reading. 
On the other hand, besides the undisputable benefits it brought about in the domain of politics, of economics, 
of civic freedom and, generally, of aligning to western democratic values, the integrating-globalizing vector has 
caused considerable mutations in the ensemble of the cultural field, raising questions about the incomplete 
understanding of the concept of literature. In fact, within the western scientific community, the debates and 
studies concerning the effects of globalization at a cultural level, implicitly regarding literature, already have a 
tradition of several decades and the impact of these processes on the mutations that occurred in the means of 
understanding literariness is an issue displaying frequent and prestigious approaches. Parallel to these 
accommodating / adapting tendencies, traceable in the works of writers belonging to young generations, we may 
notice that, at the level of post-totalitarian socio-cultural issue, there is a “resistance” reaction of some 
representatives of the post-war cultural and literary elite (particularly of some of the ‘60s writers and critics), 
manifested, among others, by the pleas for preserving authentic aesthetic values of the past (including the 
communist one) and by the opposition to the phenomenon of hiding some segments of national cultural and 
literary memory. One of the privileged instruments of this strategy for identity legitimacy is memoir literature. 
“The Genres of the Biographical” (Simion, 2008) – memoirs, diaries, autobiographies, (auto) biographical essays, 
narrative interviews, etc. – experienced, during the first two decades after the 1989 Revolution, an unprecedented 
blooming in the Romanian literary landscape.                
The gap created, because of these particularities of post-December Romanian society, between literature and 
the reading public, between the educational system and its purpose to train and cultivate, by literature, the 
aesthetic conscience of diligent youth has facilitated the media siege of subcultural products which, in the 
absence of significant competition, within objective limits, coming from literature and the artistic domain, are in 
danger of becoming the only modeling instruments of human personality. On the other hand, there may be 
identified, in the area of Romanian creation, tendencies which indicate accommodating theme and literary forms 
with the new cultural configuration of the Romanian society resulting from the action of globalizing phenomena. 
This hypothesis particularly claims to investigate the literary programs and creations of the youngest generation 
of writers (“of the ‘90s,” “of the 2000s,” “of fracture”), and the postmodern forerunners of the ‘80s generation to 
the extent to which, before 1989, it either set the path for a literature adapted to the globalist spirit, or proved, by 
means of some of its representatives (Mircea Cărtărescu is a case in point), a wide adaptive availability both to 
the literature consumer’s expectations, and to the instruments for advertising support of the literary product.  
2. Expected results 
The scientific impact of the project will materialize in creating a specialized framework for analyzing the 
causative relations among the literary structures specific to the globalizing age and the structural particularities of 
the social and cultural field attributed to the historic context targeted. Identifying and interpreting paradigm 
transformations that occurred in the literary field, correlating the European orientations and the socio-educational 
policies that generated essential changes in the status of literature after 1990, as well as quantifying the impact of 
global changes on Romanian literature from an aesthetic, socio-cultural and educational perspective constitute 
new research directions which provide the project with the capability of significantly influencing the domain. The 
social, cultural and educational impact of the project will be generated by the problematic approached, by the 
analysis of paradigm changes, by the challenges and the new vision of global approach to cultural life, as well as 
by creating a scientific framework for analyzing, interpreting and adapting literature and school curriculum by 
means of identifying the most adequate and efficient ways of promotion in contemporary society. The study will 
also have an international scientific impact due to the comparative approach to other socio-cultural and 
educational systems and to forms of adapting literature to global requirements and evolution, constituting a 
source of knowledge transfer and good practices in the domain.      
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